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SCRAPS FROM NATURE, 


“ Thus sitting, and surveying thus at case 
Phe globe and its concerns, I scem advanced 
To some secure and more than mortal height, 


That lib’rates and exempts me from them all. 


PURSUING a winding path which led up the side of the moun 
tain, | at length reached the summit, much fatigued with the laber 
and exertion it required to rise the steep acclivity. Here 1] seated 
myself on a rock, which rose a little above the surrounding bushes, 
to enjoy the refreshing breeze which moved gently over the hills, 
disdaining the humility of the vale below. — It was at the close of a 
fine summer day, which had been unusually clear and warm. No 
cloud had spread its cooling shade around, to alleviate the oppres 
sion of the sun’s rays. Scarce a breeze had moved along the val 
ley to fan the fainting animals. But now the eastern shadows were 
creeping along the ground. The sun had far passed its meridian, 
and was hastening down the wesiern sky to bathe itself in the broad 
blue ocean. The laborer having completed his task, with merry 
rustic song, was hastening to ihe bosom of his family, to forget his 
toil and fatigue in the pleasures and sympathies of the domestic ci: 
cle. The weary traveller was enquiring for “the stranger’s home,” 
and the husbandman was returning from his fields with loads of the 
rich and joyful harvest. A solemn silence reigned, and every thing 
conspired to excite the most pleasing reflections. ‘The prospect 
which this commanding elevation afforded, was truly grand and 
beautiful. Here I could drink in the beauties of the landscape 
47 
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302 Seraps from Nature. 


Cultivated fields, with here and there the curling smoke msing from 
the scattered hamlets alung the vale; sloping hills, covered with 
the green forest trees, or speckled with the feeding flocks; smooth 
fragrant meadows, adorning the banks of a little blue stream, which 
pursues its winding course tili lost behind a distant hill, and a beau- 
tiful little shining lake of acircular form, fringed on its border with 
the dark shade of an overhanging wood, all lay in full view before 
me, and excited emotions which few scenes have the power to cre 

ate. Indeed, nature seemed to spread out its charms wiih such in- 
viting loveliness, as te subdue every passion but delight in its beau 

ties, and admiration of its great Author. Who, said [, can view 
such a scene as this, without having his mind led “through nature 
up to nature’s Ged”? Who can contemplate such grand and mag 

nificent works of creation, and not recognise the hand which for 

med them, or without being led to adore that Being who gave to 
nature ail her beauty and loveliness, who reared the mountain to its 
eminence, covered the hills with their foliage, and spread over the 
fields that beautiful carpet, which mocks all the efforts of genius and 
art to imitate? What but infinite power, united with tniinite be 

nevolence, could have furnished man with so much to promote his 
happiness and improvement. But too often it is true that 


“The landscape has its praise, but not its Author.” 


A small grove on my right waved lightly before the evening 
breeze, which now came sweeping over the land with its refreshing 
influence. At the foot of the mountain lay the green meadows 
which stretched themselves far to the north, bounded by hills ris- 
ing with a gentle slope from the opposite side. Beyond, the innu- 
merable little eminences and higher hiils presented a most beauti. 
ful undulatory appearance. In the distant prospect, which exten- 
ded as far as the eye could reach, and comprehended nearly a se- 
micircle of the hortzon, a dark forest rose in awful grandeur, cov- 
ering with its gloomy shade the rising hills which reared theu 
heads one above another, til the blue summit of the mountain seem- 
ed to blend and mingle with the sky. The sun had almost reached 
its gloomy retreat. It seemed to linger for a moment on the top of 
the mountain to take its last look and bid the world farewell, and 
then sunk out of view. Its reflected rays, however, were still visi- 
ble, and for some time delighted the spectator with a beautiful red 


sky. A little bine cloud watch rose just above the horizon, was 
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Remarks an Jude 23. 363 


elegantly fringed with gold. But at length the brightness faded ; 
the yellow tints grew paler; and gray evening spread out her man 

tle and wrapped the world in a dark-shaded twilight. T still lin- 
gered about the enchanting spot, till the falling dews and approach 

ing darkness compelled me to seek a shelter for the might. After a 
few miles travel, I reached the hospitable house of a friend, where 
T seized the first opportunity for retirement, and gave way to re- 
flection upon the scene which had made so deep ap impression up- 
on my mind. 

Such, said T, is the closing scene of a good man’s life. His bright 
example of virtue, his cheering and instructive conversation, his 
deeds of kindness and benevolence, and his sincere and useful 
friendship, are never justly appreciated, till we see them sinking 
with him beneath the horizon of life. But as he is about to forsake 
us forever, we begin to see his real. worth. Our love increases, and 
our admiration heightens, as such a bright luminary withdraws and 
leaves the world to mourn. We are now ready to admire the bright 
beams which emanated from a strong mind, an improved under- 
standing, a heart of benevolence and philanthropy, and a soul de- 
voted to his Maker. But do we leave him in the darkness of the 
grave? Do we confide his enlarged and exalted spirit to dreary ob- 
livion? The thought is impious and unjust. No: as the sun which 
sinks from our view at evening, will rise and again illumine the 
earth to-morrow, so will his spirit rise and shine in everlasting day. 

Q. 


REMARKS ON JUDE 23. 
* And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire.” 
HAVE we, my dear christian brethren, ever properly realized 


the import of this very solemn and striking exhortation? Are we 
not living in awful neglect of it? 


In the first place, let it be observed, that this is not the duty of 


ministers exclusively. It is required ofall “ them that are sa unetifi - 
ed by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called.” 
(See verse 1.) And it is enforced by the most powerful motives that 
the value of souls, the love of a dying Saviour, the glories of Heaven, 
and the woes of perdition can present to the mind. 

“ It is high time to awake out of slee for precious and immor- 
‘al souls around us are continually ee under impenitence and 
unbelief, into that state, where they ‘ Shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture: and where 
they must be separated “ from the presence of the Lord, and frem 
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4 Pemarks on Jude 25 


he glorv of his power, by a “ great gulf,” whichis “fixed” and 


nodassabie ; suttering the vengeance of eternal fire.” 
is Truc, the’ ear, or may hear tae 2 spet preacned mn statert 
weasions : bur they have wen so long accustomed to hear regula 
lis ourses. that they Save become Msensiple fo tr itn thus exhibited 
Theva aur oO IMaLgmbe Mat it is a matrer at course, for the minister 
‘o oreach, and for them to hear; and that, when fis ts done fu is 
i pDisieu. ] aL wy retire fr in the place, insensible, aias yf 
2 awful truth, that their ant is enbanced in The view if the heart 
ircing Jehovah, OV a ther onpertunity of merev abused, ind a 

moved reyection ef the connse! of | rod agumst themselves. 

S tligs The, nererore,. tor ever wisian oO put ym “* the 


oie armour of (sod. ? and come up to the hetp of the tord against 


he mighty hosts of hell, that by subile devices, powerful tempta 
in, delusive errors, and tasetnatine ailurements. are drawing in 
abie scuis inte the vortex of perdition. trod it iove, canst thon 
lwwiletive us to be iy ciiidren, who can withess such a scene 

» little sensipilit t possible that a single spark of that 


wiv Denevolence wineh biazed on caivarv, can ¢vtow tn our bosoms 
hie we neelect so many oppertunities, aiforded to endeavour to 
ave perthing souls, “ with fear, pulling them out of the fre 


‘ 


ye, who are called to fight wie vatties of the Lord—army of the 


Wiig Grea, renew vour attacks against (he powers of darkness with 


ep-toid ardour. Let the Dattie De changed uUTaAcK the enemy alt 
yher nuts, viere iC FUST EX DECctIS c i.e? AyePy pedevrdead rE 


tovth in the streneth of his God; shouting, the Sword of the Lord. 


mid of fis servant. Let us deal with our dving children, parents. 
svanUds, Wives, servants, Darmers in DUuSInNess, annrentices, iour 
levVmen, Customers, Wewnbours, and reilow-ciliZens, in such aman 


yer as to prove we do il reality vetieve the truth, we have protessed 


v belleve, and that ve reaily jove the souis we have protessed to 
ove. O let us “ have compassion,” grving all diligence, to use ail 
neaus tiforded us iar “ pulling them out of the fre.” set us De 
wech them, as ub thu eau, “ ve ve reconciled to God.” Let 
Is nert chem, with “ bowels of mercies,” vearning over chem, te 
i rom ihe wrath to come ,2eT US Invite them in accent it love 
moe, waste and see-now good the Lora a7? Let us tencertyv ex 
ustuiate with them, “ way will ve die?’ set its speak To them oj 
iivine truth: the pertection of the aivine character: the reasonable- 
le: wid © “ile Ice VE LIS aadW OF LON he exe eeding suntuiness of 
; is repetlion Silhist Lnte ON ie perrect Doundless roudness 


he overnuwing love of Gou in arving ois dear sen, and the divin 


os if 
olppassion of (he sannet rend, Whe, * (hough he was rich, for oul 
C5 UCONN r, Hat we, Mrougn | yuverty, Inignt De made 

. 
le aact mitt GViligs Monet oO if novd Which alone clean 
rom all stu, ant to Ubat rrgnicousness In which only we can Dt 
: i in Ge puauo ment. mCtL Us GOCUpPY evers tvenue to its 
i it im Uliihoved OV TIit Mn Gectaravion OF the vanity oi 
V0 , Alitt eC ocertalll maeath, publi iin to that git into vhich 


iis * 30ere ~+) Sie in aque rie, cen) 


i ik epents. i hose 
Nis ol darxness, ~ whiel make devtis Cremoie, do not aitect him 








ren re comynty 














a 


. . . ;. 
Remarks on Jerdé 84 1.3 


punt him to that ' ‘ presence at the Lon” and that © rlony ot his 
power.” from which he must be “ destraved with eve rla ting de 
siTucthon ¥?” an a ©) ale aveur to imupre ws his mind with a sense af the 
nutteradle Joss he must sustain, a he will.net part with bie idols 
or Christ. Ht he sali halts between two opinens, rs the ther 
{ redeeming leve: place the cress with its heavenly vietim 
before his eves, and at the same instant effer the eqaculation from 
the inmast heart. «<Q Lord, let thy bleeding love melt his hard heart 
inte Contr Tan Land add another trep thy to the gars of th '\ redeenwng 
grace.” If all that ok wy o fGed. which © shines i the face of Jesus 
Christ.” (“sw hich thu gs the angels desire to leak inte.’’) tails to 
move him: farthtalls and meekly assure hin of the immutability af 
divine justice, and that vour soul will wee p for him mn secret places 

Let us de all this earnestly, with a full conviction that we are 
speaking ¢ eternal realities, that “ infinite joy or endless woe” may 
hang on every breath, What should we think ef a man, who should 
manifest ne more carwesiness in al: arming us, and exhorting us te 
escape from our house in flames, than Christians often de im exhort 
ing sinners to flee from these flames, the smoke of which “ ascendeth 
ip forever and ever"? 

Let us also pertor m this duty with meckwess and Armilty, and not 
with the spirit of a dictator, not in a sprit which evinces that we 
have forgotten. that question of the Almighty to us, © what hast 
thou which thou hast not received? but in such a manner as to 
convince our fellow-sinner that we are “ speaking the trath in 
love” to his precious soul; and that it is an unfeigned desire fer his 
everlasting good that prompts us to extend the arm of benevolence, 
if God per radventure may use that feeble arm as an instrument for 

* pulling him out of the fire,” and « give him repentance to the ac 
knowledging of the truth.” 

And may it be deeply engraven on our hearts, that it is the duts 
and high privilege of every individual Christian, both male and fe 
male, to be continually engaged i in this blessed work. By the way 
side, at home and abroad, in the street and in the store, in our 
intercourse with our neighbours, and in the commerce of the world. 
[t is freely admitted, indeed, that there are particular occasions, 
when it would be injudicious te speak of some things relating to 
our holy religion. ‘To speak of some parts of Christian experience 
to some persons, would be like casting pearls before swine. And 
in some instances, the effect produced by religious exhortation or 
reproof may be such as to render it pr udent, at least, for the time, to 
discontinue it. Such effects, however, it is conceived, would be 
rarely produced, if the manner of giving Christian counsel is accord 
ing to the spirit of the gospel. But surely, the instances are com 
paratively very few, when in our interviews with individuals, it 
would be improper to say any thing on the subject of religion. ‘The 
formal professor may now cover his unfaithfulness under the mask 
of prudence, but it will be torn off in that day when the blood ot 
souls will be required at his hand. But he urges his query, “ must 
we be always talking about religion and nothing else ?** We answer 
No. And in our turn, we beg permission to ask him a few ques 



















































Sorry 








Oo Hemarks on Jude 25 


gons. Is it improper for a merchant, transacting business with hie 
‘riend or a stranger, to say to him as they are parting; My dear sir 
[ do most earnest! ¥ Deseech you to seek the xood peart of great price. 
Would it be improper, for another who meets his friend in the 
street, (whose conversation evinces that the world 1s his god,) to say 
ro him, [ do sincerely Deseech vou, for your precious 30u/"3 sake, to 
consider “ what will it profit a man, if he should gain the whole 
wortd and jose is soul: or what can he give in exchange for his 
soul.” Would it discover arry want of jrudence, if some of the in 
sncere inquires about the iealth of the fleshiy tabernacle, were 
subpstiruted DV inquires concerning the health if its spiritual in 
abitant 2?) Would it be injudicions for the members of a tea-party 
vho sometimes have to rack their invention to maintain the ‘redit it 


eine socrd and intedligent, to prove bv their spirttual conversation 


- 


lat they are rational and ommertat 7 

Dear Christan brother or sister, will it be a matter of reeret to 
rou wnen vou suall stand at the ment hand of vour Judge. to see 
lear vou a redeemed soul, to whom almighty grace biessed vour 
sviemn exhortation in the street, or mn the house, in the shop. or in 
he computing room?’ Wiil the charge of singulamty or enthusiasm 
hen aitect you? God forbid that it should vow. Would to God, my 
weloved brethren, that we were more willing to have fellowship with 
our dear Saviour’s ceproacti, for the sake of the giory of is rising 
<1ngdom. 

What wilt thou say. formal protessor, when thy neiwnbour, stand- 
ng with thee on the left hand of the Judge. shail say to thee, Whiy 
ruel monster, didst thou not warn me, and persuade me to escape 
iis doom? | beheved not in “the vengeance of eternal fire.”* and 
was secure; thou didst profess to belleve what [ now alas find to be 
rune; why then hadst thou not compassion to save me “ with fear 
yuiling me out of the dre?” 

Can any Christian attempt to excuse limself in the neglect of this 
luty with the pretence that le bas no er// tor ity What! have vou 
i zit to taik to any body about vour farms, and your merchandise, 
und fave you not any wit to speak of vour Ged and Redeemer 
Have vou, who can taik so fluentiv about carfth, no eft to say ane 
hing about eaven 2 


‘Have you ne words, 2)! think again, 
Words ttow apace Wien vou compiam, 
And fil vour tellow creature’s cur, 

With the sad tale of all vour care 


i 


s your busom warmed wrih the ‘ove of Christ, and can vou sav 
wthing about it? Will vou not emit one spark of it towards the be- 
om of your frrend, that may peradventure enkindle a hely fire 
vhich shail burn when the heavens are ne mure?> Will vou negiec! 
o uive alfecttonate repreei and faithiul exhortation, because you 
annot expound propuectes: Will vou negiect to speak one word of 
solemn ruth, wecause Vou lave mot avulty to reach Lt sertnoen:! lt 
ou can Sav tu more, you cai: repeat ‘Ne Worud BrERNITY With so- 


COMA thd this, Ov dlyimne Dessing, navy excite such 2 train of re 
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NELRLVOUS CODA CARTOONS AT. i sh 


facizm, as wMaY Isswe in the efernal salvation of an Unmertal seul 
it would not be the Airst instance, Shall we be ashamed ty speak of 
a swlyect whiwh * the angels desire tu leek inte” © speak then te 
wor dving neaghbours: speak, ul itts but one wend: lifting vou 
soul te Ged. te fasten it as a nailin a sure place. O have com 
passion on perishing men and wemen, “ pulling them out of the 
Tre. 

Whatan awful preet of the depravity of our world is it, that men 
are allowed to be fy carves? in every thing but religion! The as 
tranomer may be in captures, while he gazes at the beauty and har 
meny of the solar si stem, The philose phe y may be animated to the 
highest degree with his discov asia The statesman may be mmmu 
red in political research. The | seneral may stimulate himself and 
his soldiers, and endeavour te enlist others under his banners, 
with all the tire of martial eloquence. This is all rational, “This ex 
cites gdamuiretvien. But if the Christian, contemplating that glory of 
God a the face of Jesus Christ, which causes cherubims and sera 
phims to burn with increasing holy arder, as in raptures, he ts an es 
ihusiast. It he gives all diligence ¢ to make his calling and election 
to eternal | ife sure: if in obedience to his king, and leve to the souls 
of his dving fellow sinners, he goes forth and endeavours .to enlist 
them under the banners of the princ eof peac e. the crv ts unmedi 
ately raised against him, * w hy all this ado about re licion !"" 

But, wy brethren, the light of Eternity will soon rend this vail of 
darkness, and expose to“ shame and everlasting conte mpt"? this aw- 
ful delusion. Let it then suffice us to be as our master, “Ii we 
suffer, we shail also reign with him. If we deny hin, he also will 
deny us.” Hear his awtul mandate. “ Whosoever, therefore, shall 
be ashamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous and sintul 
generation, of him also shall the son of man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his father, with the holy angels.” 

Let us not be contented with acknow ledging our duty, and expose 
ourselves to the condemnation of those, who Anow their master’s 
will, but do :t not. Are we convicted that it is our dufy to obey the 
exhortation before us ? Let us then see to it that we do i. Let us, 
depending wholly on the pr omise, “ my grace is sufficient for thee,” 
go forth to the practice of it. “ Brethren, if any of you do err from 
the truth, and one convert him; let him know, that he who con- 
verteth a sinner from the error of his ways shall savea soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”” 

May God in mercy grant, that this communication may not ap- 

ar to the condemnation of the writer or reader at the last day ; 
and may the blood of souls never be required at our hand. dD. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS.—ANo. FV. 
On the belief of incomprehensible truths. 


IN contemplating the works of God, we are astonished at their 
variety and immensity. They exhibit to our view, wisdom and 
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. in “ UIA OMS vA Vv 
ower Which are past inding it. We behold a depth, and lenethi 
ind hewn ie 1. OF ne oanr comprehension md where 
2" we vo, and tO whatever subie \ inn on attention, we And 
urseives surrounded \ +m ere 1s cA o i ith 
vVhnicn we are not Sam ir ar ontes m wvoien we cast onr eve 
hicn foes net presen spoeThing, Chat S fo our MInds Incamnre 
lensible. Ve are reminded of the limited nature of our canacities 
‘vary steyn mi ile or there is noth i in all the work if aod 
hat we can m ail resnect omnpnreh i} Vho ean aa hat ive 
mmprehends ws own e e withe existence of a single u 
rom enture. orol a stne@ie oarticie of dust=— VY 10 can beast, that 
an explain the umon Detween its seul and beady, or cetl how 
nental volitions rnide aid control ois external actions V hat 
sopher comprehentis Me ormnepie of vravitation, o viuich a heas 
ouy, thrown into the air, returns Jac ov the earth rowho a 
4xplauined the process of ‘reration row does the seed committed 
oy the earth, spring anit @row tow do Nossems out forth on vou 
rut trees? How does the rrass vrow in cour elds Such inter 
‘owatories, on The most common sunpjects. shew nat in some 
ects These subjects are fo ls incumprenensibie. Lond every man 
‘enection must see and feel, that our | iowledze on the most com 


non subdyects tS irmired 0 (hat we all ar short of comprenendll 


hem in ail respects. Now toappiv our experience, our every da‘ 
xperrence co the cruths of Revelation. Onent we not ro conciud 
L prrert, that the truths of Revelation must De. more or less incom 
wehensible -——tf there is no subject in the works of (cod in creation 
und providence. which we fuily comprehend, what must we ‘vo! 
or ina Reveiauon, whose object is fo make known the character 
“od, and his designs of ‘ove in the redemption of ‘ost men an \\ 
uppose that we shail ever be able fo comprehend the character 
rou, or anv one of (Ms attributes, natural or mora! Ir can we sa 
rom our knowledge of ‘ns works of creation, what ‘he character o1 
is Revelation ‘nust ve ‘an we say, it must not contain incompre 
iensible ‘ruths, when we have every reason to conciude ‘rom th 
lature of “he subjects of which it treats, hat its truths will be to ou: 
ninuds incomprenensivie 

Men of rash minds, unaccustomed co retlection, lave declared. 
hat we have nothing fo de with incomprehensivie truths, and ‘hat 


wen fruths wil never influence the conduct oi men. [ft das Deen 
aud, concermneg the truths of ‘he Gibie, that ii they are incompre 


iensivbie, they form no nart ot Reveiation,—ior revelagon ts only 
ipplicavie co truths made known, and of Course is applicavie oniv fe 


huse which are made but fo our comprenension : and what truth: 
ire nut reveaied in this mauner, form ovo oart of revelation fo us 
This pusition is wilh some, 2 fumdamentai ormerpie in ther reason 
ng on the subjects of Reveianon. They ‘ake it for erauted, 

ney bral lilti (LU NCOMpPVeNeNsiie rei he Sibi Lod ence 
ney tees xt iperty [oO erect every incomprenes “Die tei uvstertous 
ruth. in this manner the Sivbie ts subjeeted fo the ordeal of fru 
nal reason, and every thing, which canny: ve explarred im & way 


ud irittered down [oO The approvallult Ot reasun, is rereqted, as Detny 


































Consolation of the Ohwior bate 


Parare world, and deaw fom its ctores of sudbring those fare which 
render hie acarse, They are alware talking about eternity, and 
would delight t ge there if ther could come back again and make 
wihers as wre! ched as themselves, 

Cons, The persons whem vou call wretched, Know much more of 
happiness than vou da. Lam their friend, They can think of death 
wath t alarm i nor are they afraid to look into ‘eter nity, for God ts 
the being whew they love, ‘and from whom they expect protection, 
How diferent is it with you, whe tremble on account of your guilf 
_ foar te die! ‘Though vou may boast of your courage, your heart 

il be Like water when vou shall meet death Yes: [have often 
ke own veu tremble af the thought of dying, Where ia vout 
—— when the thought of eternity steals inte your mind P You 

yurage ts like that of the madman, whe closes his eyes as he poes 
to the brink of the prec ipice, where he makes a dark and fatal plus ee. 
Open your eves, if you are not a ceward, and look en your path of 
death, see how its terrers thicken as vou look Co where it terminates 
in a night of endless darkness, ‘Think of this and repent before you 

shall he down under that black cloud which everhangs the prison of 
“—— 

omer. Enough, more than enough of your preaching, UT have 
nat concerns to attend to; my friends meet this evening, and | 
must be with them. - 

Coas. Go, then, riot a litte longer in sin: take what comfort 
you can; enjoy your good things; but Know that they are poor, and 
will last only a few days. In another world you will remember that 
you had your portion on earth. RS 


Town oe a 
Feb. S25. 


CONSOLATION OF THE CHURCH 
Ps. xvi. 4 


PrHE eye of the Psalmist is directed to futurity: the veil which 
conceals ifs realities from us, is for a moment removed by the hand 
of the Spirit of Inspiration. ‘The times of the evangelic dispensation 
rise in prospect before him. He sees the church in danger. He 
sees the long pent-up fire of human depravity, bursting forth in an 
explosion which convulses the world, and threatens to overtlow the 
city of God. He sees the billows of persecution. upheaved, and roll- 
ing tumultuously around hér. His ear catches the roar of the raging 
waters, a and all his fears arise. One moment he trembles for her 
safety; the next recollection reassures his confidence and reani 
mates his hopes. He remembers that her foundation is the Rock of 
Ages. He re:nembers that “ God is in the midst of her,’ and that 
His presence furnishes the fullest security that she © shall not be 
moved.” Even now he sees His glory beaming forth. Even now 
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378 Consolations of the Churci. 


he hears her exulting “ songs of deliverance.” His bosoms swelis : 
high in hope, he seizes his neglected harp, and awakens in every 
chord the thrilling tones of gratitude and triumph. Subiimer and 
sweeter strains never rolled from the harp of prophecy ;* “God 
is our refuge and strength,” &c. 

Never was there a finer illustration of the condition of the Chris 
tian Church, in the primitive ages; never was the peace within 
more finely contrasted with the trouble without. Harassed, almost 
incessantly, by the opposition, calumny, and persecution of the world, 
it presented to the human eye in its external state, one continued 
scene of commotion, and threatened desolation. But to the eye 
ihat could penetrate within, how different was the prospect! there, 
all was “ righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 

The words, however, are not confined in their import to the 
primitive ages of the church: they are descriptive of a truth of 
genera! application. ‘They belong to the true church, in every age. 
To all real Christians the words of Christ are, in a greater or less 
degree, verified. “ In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be oi 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.—I will not leave you 
comfortless. I will pray the Father, and He will give you another 
comforier, that He may abide with you forever.’’? This Comforter is 
the Spint of Truth, even that Spirit which they who believe in 
Jesus were to receive, and whose purifying and refreshing influen- 
ces are represented by rivers of living waters. There is, therefore, 
now a river, the streams whereof make glad the City of God. 

The allusion of the Psalmist is to the soft-flowing waters ol 
Shiloah. This river, issuing from the east of Mount Zion, and dis- 
parting into many beautiful streams, diffused cleanliness and com- 
fort through the City of Jerusalem. In like manner, subsequent to 
the Saviour’s exaltation, the abundant effusions of the Holy Spirit, 
(into which the church is said to have been baptised,) powerfully 
purified, invigorated, and consoled them, under their toils, and trials, 
and sufferings. Hence, to use the language of one who was both an 
eye-witness and actor in these scenes, “ They were sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
yet possessing ail things.”” Hence, they were filled with comfort— 
they were exceedingly joyful in all their tribulation. Though 
they were persecuted from city to city, and from clime to clime, 
still they held fast their confidence in God—still they were cheered 
by the consolations of His Spirit ;—His peace, which passeth under- 
standing, still kept their heart and their mind, through Christ Jesus. 
In the lonely isle, they held communion with their Saviour ; in the 
depth of the dungeon, their prayers and their praises at midnight 
rose to God. Later ages of the church have not been destitute of 
examples of a similar nature. Many, over whose ashes we now 
weep, have lefi on record their testimony to the peculiar goodness of 
God, under circumstances the most afflicting. When called forth 
to some arduous service, when encountering fierce opposition in 


“ When Luther received any discouraging news, he used to say, “ Come, 
let us sing the 46th Psalm.” 
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the cause of truth, when compelled to sacrifice every thing fora 
good conscience and the honour of Christ, they have felt, at times, 
such a peace, and such a joy, such superiority to earth, and such a 
conformity to Heaven, as surprised even themselves, and prompted 
them to the exclamation, “ It is enough!’ 


‘** Give what thou canst—without Thee we are poor.” 
“ And with Thee rich, take what thou wilt away.” 


Various are tne channels through which the Holy Comforter 
pours His reviving influences into the bosom of ‘the Church. The 
word of God, prayer, the sabbath, the sanctuary, and the ordinan- 
<es of His house, are honored by Him, as the means of diffusing the 
blessings of His overflowing grace. Christians! may I put the 
question to your experience? Pause. Recollect. When the cares 
of life have pressed—when sorrows were thickening around you— 
when false triends forsook, and the few who were faithful were un- 
able to relieve—when death had desolated your dwelling, or sick- 
ness poured through your frame all the agonies of mortal suffering ; 
—have you not repaired to your Bible, and found the strongest and 
the sweetest consolations in its dear and hallowed truths—in its 

reat and precious promises—promises confirmed by the oath of the 
Father, ratified by the blood of his Son, and set home and sealed to 
your heart by the Spirit ? 

Children of grace! Remember the hours of your communion 
with your Father in Heaven. When in your closet-—when all was 
still around—when God was near, and you felt your spirit ascen- 
ding to the contemplation of His glory ;—then how has earth disap- 

eared with all its ills, and heaven opened on the ravished soul, 
with all its glories, and with allits bliss! Whence these feelings ? 
Whence this astonishing influx of holy joy? From “the love of 
God, shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghost.” 

Followers of Jesus! Let memory throw back her light on the 
solemn day when you consecrated yourselves to him in an ever- 
lasting covenant. It was the day of your public espousals—the 
season of the gladness of your heart. And when you went up to 
the house of God—when the deep and sound solitude of sweet de- 
votion was exchanged for public worship, and the communion of 
saints—when in the awful, but delightful duties of the sanctuary, 
heart met, «od mingled with heart—O! tell us, if ye have not felt 
the tide 0 joy in your own bosoms swelled to a torrent, as by the 
confluence of a thousand streams? From “the unity of the Spirit” 
sprang this sacred sympathy of soul. 

But chiefly when _yprertan, round the table of the Lord—when 
before your eyes were spread the memorials of His dying love— 
when your minds rapt in the past, wandered through the shades of 
Gethsemane, and, hovering, hung over the cross of Calvary to see 
the form of Him who there wept and bled for you—penetrated with 
awe, and grief, and gratitude, how have you gazed and wept! how 
have you loved, and wondered, and adored! Looking homeward, 
you have exclaimed, “ There He now lives, and still He loves ; He 
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380 What is Heaven? 


reigns, and in His kingdom still remembers me. From his interces- 
sion, His authority, His all-suflicient grace, I am promised alf 
things ; 1 expect all things; I shall receive, possess, enjoy all things; 
all that are truly valuable for this life, and for that which is to come. 
Full, then, was your cup of joy. But wist ye not, the Holy Comfor- 
ter was there? Wist ye not, ye were dri: nking of that “river, the 
streams whereof make glad the City of our God 97? N. 


WHAT IS HEAVEN? 


WHAT is this world, and what is heaven? Having no other 
criterion, by which to decide this question, than the conduct 
of men, it would be involved in obscurity and perplexity. We 
might indeed get some idea of the former, from this source ; but as 
to the latter, we should gain but littie evidence that there is such a 
place, especially that it is that world of blessedness where ali expect 
togo. We talk much about this world, and call it worth but little ; 
but, after all, we do in reality think much of it, we do value t it hiegh— 
else why this strong, this constant attachment to it? W hv are we 
thus delighted with the objects which it presents tous ? Ah ! can there 
be any other answer given? If not, how many may relinquish 
their claim to the title of Christians ! how many forget and trans 
gress this principle, “the friendship of this w orld is enmity with 
God !”? Oh ! how can those who have tasted the sweets of communing 
with God, who have drunk at the cheering fountain of the Saviour’s 
mercy, and experienced the grateful and animating influences of 
the spirit,—how can they wish again to be filled “with husks of 
worldly good 2 How can they desire any longer to drink of that 
water which satisfieth not ? 

Heaven is supposed to be a place of perfect felicity and uninterupted 
happiness. But in what does this happiness consist ? We talk of 1 as 
something mysterious and incomprehensible, far removed from us, and 
unattainable by those who dwell on earth. ‘This is true in one sense, 
but in another we mistake, and our mistake confines us down to this 
world, as though there were no heaven. Ido not mean that we mistake 
in point of infor mation, fur this we cannot well do whilst we have the 
Bible in our hands and the gospel preached to us ; butwe err in our feel- 
ings and pr actice. We do not keep the 1 imp ression on our minds that 
heaven with all its consummate happiness consists in a conformity to 
the image of God and the enjoyment of his smiles. Let us bear this in 
mind, and we may begin our heaven here. Yes, we may enjoy ina 
degree, that blessedness which constitutes the happiness of all the 
saints in glory. We may participate in the enjoyment of angels 

and the spirits of just men made perfect. Certainly we may exer- 
eise the same kind, of affection that they do—and we have every 
motive to stimulate us to engage in these exercises. Benevo- 
lence, gratitude and love, all present their objects. Benevolence pre- 
sents tous a world lying in wickedness, our fellow men are rund us, 
and millions of destitute heathen, and asks us to do them good. 
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A Tribute to the memory of a Friend. $81 


Gratitude proposes the innumerable mercies of God daily bestowed 
upon us, and demands tha* we be thoughtful. Love exhibits to usa 
dying Saviour, the grace of God and the hope of heaven, and invites 
us to adore and esteem. 

© that we could feel as we may expect we shall when called to 
resign every earthly object, and answer to our God for the good we 
have done in the world! Then we shall put a proper estimate upon 
earthly objects. Oh! then we shall wish we had let go many thugs 
which were dear to us here, for the sake of premotipg the interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. This time may be near. Therefore let us 
be u, and doing while the day lasts. QO. 


A TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF A FRIEND. 


I HAD a friend, a faithful, affectionate friend, on whom [I could 
trust without a fear of my confidence being betrayed. Early after 
our first acquaintance, I discovered in him those qualities which can 
never fail to gain upon the affections of those, who have learned to 
admire frankness, generosity, kindness and nobleness of soul. He 

ossessed naturally a most amiable and friendly disposition ; and 
this had been fostered in childhood by the care of an affectionate 
mother and sister. 

Born in a high rank of life, he was early put in possession of the 
best advantages for the improvement of his mind and manners, and 
though not of the most brilliant talents, still his acquisitions were 
very respectable. Few are more unaffectedly genteel in their be- 
havior than he was. His figure was beautiful, and his general de- 
portment such as was adapted to conciliate the good will of all around 
him. That littleness of soul, which characterizes too many in our 
world he heartily despised, and disdained the idea of being considered 
mean inany of his conduct. Like others, he had a relish for the 
pleasures of youth, and enjoyed the society of his companions. Like 
others, in similar situations, he was not insensible to the distinction 
conferred by wealth, but it was unattended with that haughtiness and 
disdain, which are too often exhibited by those whom Providence 
blesses with riches. 

Though possessed of so many desirable qualities, he was still 
destitute of that, which mainly constitutes real excellence of cha- 
racter. Religion he knew to be important, yet was conscious that 
he was ignorant of its power. [It was not till after he was attacked 
with the disease which terminated his life, that he manifested any 
deep concern on the subject of his preparation for another world. 
He now saw an awful uncertainty stamped upon his future pros- 
pects. The gay visions of worldly happmess which had danced be 
fore him; the scenes of pleasure which hope had presented to his 
view, and the expectation of enjoying life with its attendant comforts, 
were now for the first time shrouded in gloom. “.aujects of a more 
interesting nature now engaged his attention, and he was led to con- 
template the period of his earthly existence as drawing to a close. 
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REELEC TIONS ON ANGER 


FEW tailings associated with human nature, ave more cidiou 
lous and disagreeable, than the silly effusions of anger, in whieh 
some men habitually indulge. Naturally of a choleric temper, they 
indulge their passions till they become the plague of thei families, 
the terror of those who are se unfortunate as to be under their con 
trol, the contempt of all that know them, anda curse to themselves 
The slightest circumstance is sufficient to excite their feelings to 
the highest degree. ‘They seem to think the whole world bound to 
submit to any inconvenience tt may suit their interest or Caprice to 
inflict. ‘To show the folly and impropriety of such a disposition, 
will be sufficient to say, it is cnecessary, dishonorable, and pern 
cious. 

The most common, and perhaps the only plausible way in whieh 
anger is justified, is ¢he Hea of necessity, Ut is otten maid that, 
“unless we were occasionally to rouse up our spirits, we should have 
nothing done by our domestics, shoal gain no respect trom the 
world, nor be able to pass through life with advantage.” Hut is nos 
this an evil produced by the very habit of indulging such a temper’ 
If an individual is so irritable that he never is in earnest without be 
ing passionate, no one will pay any attention to hit, unless the 
marks of passion be present. He has made this temper the evi 
dence of earnestness, nay of sincerity; and no one who knows him, 
will suppose him either concerned respecting What he saya, or ein 
cere in it, unless the habitual criterion of these qualities appear 
The supposed necessity, may, therefore, be removed, whenever the 
individual will habitually give suflicient proofs of earnestness and 
sincerity, without warmth of temper. 

By a singular combination of qualities in the human mind, it not 
memregneney happens, that persons of the most violent tempers are 
the most fickle. Hence arises another cause of the supposed neces 
sity of anger. The impetus of rage, is substituted for the calm, per 
severing influence of fortitude and firmness, Should the impuler 
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584 The Sinner under Eonvietion. 


of their passion be proportional to the difficulty of the task the 
have to perform, or should it find fuel to feed its flame in their 
progress, they persevere in the undertaking; but if not, as soon as 
the impulse is removed, their purpose is changed. — People soon ob- 
serve this feature of their character, and act accordingly. 

But it is as dishonorable as it is unnecessary. Such individuals 
indulge their passions to show their importance and gain respect. 
But are they respected by those who know them? The proportion 
of esteem and the degree of importance which any person has, are 
in correspondence to his usefulness in society; but if his irritable 
temper constantly wound the feelings of his friends, and break in 
upon the peace of society, it is not surprising if he loses their es+ 
teem, and sinks in his importance. Very irritable persons, like bees 
in a garden, may be suffered to hold a place in society, and in some 
measure contribute to its welfare ; but few visitors will choose to ap- 
proach too near, nor even to admire their excellence and extol their 
ingenuity, lest by some trifling inadvertence, they give offence, and 
feel the smart of their sting. A mild and amiable disposition, with- 
out effort secures the tribute of esteem and respect; and the world, 
capricious as it may be in the distribution of its favours, has shown 
its disapprobation of the passionate person, by voluntarily yielding 
the palm of honor to gentleness and sweetness of temper. 

An angry disposition is also pernicious. A man in a fit of anger, 
resembles a ship without a rudder, in the midst of wind and storm. 
He has lost the government of himself. Such a combination of ir- 
ritating circumstances may take place, and such transports of rage 
be excited in the passionate person, as may, in some fatal moment, 
drive him to plunge a dagger into the heart of his friend. Many, 
who have committed crimes for which life has been forfeited to jus- 
tice, have perpetrated those horrid acts under the strong impulse of 
ungoverned passion. But, supposing such a catastrophe should 
never befal him, yet, this temper must be the source of misery to 
himself. Anger, especituliy when indulged to excess, is a most dis- 
agreeable sensation, and the reflections which commonly succeed 
it, are not less painful. After the rude storm oFungoverned rage, 
what shipwrecks of truth, of propriety, of friendship, and of happi- 
ness, stare a person in the face! and, in order to repair the evil 
how frequently succeeds the most humiliating acknowledgments ! 

T. 


THE SINNER UNDER CONVICTION. 


AT the present day, when revivals of religion are multiplying 
throughout the country, when the influences of the Divine Spicit 
are operating upon the hearts of men, and many are becoming 
deeply sensible of their guilt and danger, are made to tremble in 
view of their situation, and te cry out, “men and brethren, what 
must we do ?”°—it may not be superfluous to make a few remarks 
respecting the awakened sinner. 

















The Christian under Conviction. 385 


He begins to see that his present condition is unsafe. He knows 
that his character is not such as God will approve. All is not right. 
His past life presents a dark picture. Hecan trace no feature in it 
which would afford him pleasure to review in the day of judgment. 
The recesses of his heart are disclosed to his view. But what a 
spectacle! He starts back in confusion at the sight of himself. 
Such a fountain of pollution, such depths of depravity, such black- 
ness of guilt he never before imagined to have ex xisted. He looks 
towards heaven, but clouds and darkness hang around the eternal 
throne, and the storms of wrath seem ready te descend upon his 
guilty head. His fears are alarmed. His conscience is awake to 
its office. All his former hopes are sw ept away. The ground of 
security upon which he had long rested is shaken. His peace has 
fled, and sorrows come over his soul. Whither shall he flee for 
safety? Where can he look for comfort ? The past brings only 
shame and regret. He looks into the future with fearful ap- 
prehensions. The prospectis dark and gloomy. ‘The grave is sur- 
ounded with dread and chilling horrors. The judgment seat is 
r othed in majesty and terror. 

Something must be done. He wants that hope which is as an 
anchor to the soul. He wants the religion of Christ. Without 
it he knows he must perish forever. Meansare resorted to. He 
begins to pray, to read the scriptures and attend upon the preach- 
ing of the word. No opportunity is misimproved ; no means neg- 
lected. He becomes more deeply impressed, his anxiety increases, 
and distress comes upon him till he is ready to despair. He weeps 
in secret places. He mourns over his wretched condition. But 
still he finds no relief to his burdened soul. The pleasures of the 
world have lost all their charms. These trifles of time have now 
no power to divert his mind. A heavy load of guilt presses him 
down. He knows that salvation can be obtained only by the merits 
of Christ. He reads the invitations, and endeavors to follow 
them, but fails, and knows not why. He has tried, and 
sometimes he fiatters himself that he has done all that he can do. 
He has been seeking long, and waiting and expecting to find some 
comfort, but distress i is still his companion. He often wonders why 
itis that his soul should so long remain in darkness. Others, per- 
haps, have found their Saviour, and are rejoicing in “hope while he 
goes mourning all the day. 

He turns over the pages of Ged’s word, but finds no cheering 
promise that will reach his case. ‘Threatenings and denunci iations 
meet his eve on ev ery page. His soul is again overwhelmed in sor- 
row. He now sees himself standing upon the verge of a precipice, 
beneath which the billows of wrath roll. Christ stands before him, 
inviting him in the most tender accents, “come unto me.” His 
Christian friends filled with anxiety for him, point him to the Saviour 
and repeat the invitation, “ come. .? He still delays, clinging to 
every twig * withinhisreach. He is still urged to let eo his hold 
on earth, and look up to the blessed Redeemer, whois willing to 
raise him from his d danger and distress, and piace his feet upon a 

* See Frontispiece 
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rock. Still he holds to his slender support, and when one refug# 
fails he resorts to another, and still refuses to trust in God. QO. 





PRACTICAL PIETY. 


Mr. Pircrim, 

I HAVE often noticed, in my intercourse with Christian pee- 
ple, the happy effects which religion produces on the minds of those 
who live in the coustant exercise of its sacred and important duties. 
It imparts asweetness to the temper, gives a peace and tranquillity 
to the mind, and diffuses a calm and heavenly cheerfulness through 
the soul, which can be accounted for on no other supposition than 
that of its divine and holy origin. An instance ef this kind fell un 
der my observation. in one of my late excursions through an unfre- 
quented part of the county of 

Being somewhat fatigued with walking, I called ata farm-house 
of very plain, though decent appearance, for the purpose of obtain. 
ing some refreshments. Every object within and around the house 
bore evident marks of industry ; and the cheerful countenance and 
inviting accents of the mistress of the family, as she welcomed a 
stranger to the entertainments of her hospitable board, indicated the 
peace which reigned in her breast, and the benevolent source whence 
all her actions flowed. 

You have a serious task in providing for so numerous a family, 
I said, as I seated myself in an old vaken chair, and observed the 
little smi!ing group, which gathered around my kind hostess, whilst 
she resumed her labors, after attentively supplying my wants. 
* Very true,” she replied, in a tone of patience and resignation, too 
seldom heard even from eminent Christians, “my task is hard; I 
have a great deal to do, and a great many cares ; but” said she, as 
if anxious (o present the bright side of the picture as soon as possi- 
ble, “ [ have more time for reading and retiremeut, than one would 
think I couid have.”? Surprised at once, and pieased with the 
frankness with which she thus unhesitatingly disclosed the senti- 
ments of her heart, and the readiness with which she introduced reli- 
gious conversation to one of whose character and sentiments she had 
not the slightest knowiedge, I could not but pause a moment and 
reflect: This is the effect produced by the religion of Christ. 
Such is the peace of mind, amidst the cares and vexations of life ; 
such the patience and resignatien under the pressure of affliction ; 
and such the cheerfulness and triumphant joy within, whilst 
all without is dark and cheerless, which the Christian enjoys, when 


he lives in the exercise of true religion; of that religion, which 





speaks peace to the troubled spirit, and promises its followers not 
only a crewn of life in the realms of glory, but also many cheering 
comforts, as they journey through this vale of woe. ‘These are 
some of the joys of those who live near to God.“ Why is it,” the 
question immediately arose in my mind, “that the great body of 
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‘Shristians live so far below the standard to which it is both their 
duty and their highest privilege to aspire? Why do they content 
themselves with those small attainments in divine things which are 
barely sufficient to afford them some faint gleams of hope; but can 
never yield those permanent substantial joys which feast the soul 
of the engaged and active Christian ?”’ 

After considerable conversation of this kind, in which she expres- 
sed the most ardent devotion to the service of Christ, and the great- 
est satisfaction in the performance of duty, Linterrupted her by enqui- 
ing if she never had any fears lest all the sources of her enjoyment 
should prove a mere delusion ? Supposing, undoubtedly, that I in- 
tended merely to inquire into the genuineness of her religious ex- 
perience; (though from the air of indifierence and the coniemptu- 
ous smile which f affected, she might have been led to apprehend 
something more;) she replied, with a dejected look, “1 know a great 
many are deceived with false hopes; and I am sensible my heart is 
very deceitful—I may be deceived as well as others—but” she ad- 
ded, afier a long pause, “ I think it is my greatest delight to engage 
in the duties of religion—I hope I have some love to God.” “ But 
how do you know,” said I, correcting her mistake as to the object of 
my question, and assuming still more of the air and manner of a 
scofling infidel, “ but that the bible is all a fable ?—how do you know 
that you have not, in being instructed to believe it as the word of 
God, been imposed upon by artful and designing men '—in fact, 
how can you tell that the whele subject of religion and religious ex- 
perience, is nota vain delusion?” Here her countenance imme- 
diately fell. ‘To her, even a doubt expressed respecting the reality 
of that religion which was her richest and aimost her only comfort, 
appeared to fill her with distressing emotions. With an expression 
of agiiation in her countenance, which told how much she valued 
her precious hope, and an earnestness of simplicity too powerful to 
be resisted by argument, she replied, “1 never have any doubts on 
that subject; I have always believed the bible to be insvired. If we 
give up that, what can we do? What comfort or encouragement can 
we find in any thing else, or what can we depend on for consolation, 
in the trials of life, if not on the bible F” 

It was my intention to pursue my impertinent queries still far- 
ther, but here my resolution failed me. The simple exhibition of 
her feelings on so interesting a question, spoke more than volumes 
of arguments could have done, the value of the believer’s hope. 
Surely, thought I, if the Bible is a delusion, it is one of the most 
happy delusions ever practised upon the human race! It is a delu- 
sion exactly fitted to the wants and woes of suffering man. Even 
if the infidel’s creed should be true, and if we are at length to sink 
like logs into the grave, and never wake to an hereafter, yet surely 
it is some comfort, while tiling through this vale of tears, to be al- 
lowed to hope for a glorious immortality. If all the bright hopes 
and exalted joys of the Christian are delusion, still 1 would not tear 
them from his breast; for sure Iam, that nothing in the universe can 
supply their place. Destroy the Bible! and rob the humble believ- 


er of all the sweet consolation and heavenly rapture which it af 
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fords! To tear the sun from the heavens and shroud the earth in 
Egyptian darkness, to him would not be half so terrible. With 
this for his support, he can smile on misfortune, and wade through 
seas of trouble, without a murmur or complaint. With the Bible, 
he can meet death without dismay, can pass without fear through the 
swellings of Jordan, and trium:; ph amidst the wreck of Seoseinin 

nature; but without it, life is but a dreary waste, and dark a 
dreary indeed is the cheerioss prospect, which lies before him. But 
the Bibie is not a delusion. Every Christian who lives as he should 
live, in the exercise of that religion which he professes, knows that 
there is a reality—a substantial and practical reality in the great 
truths which it inculcates. He knows that there is a God who hears 
and answers prayer, for he has felt his saving power ; he knows that 
there is an eternity of bliss beyond the grave, for he feels heaven 
already begun in his soul. With such a witness before me, I can- 
not doubt. But to return to the subject of my story. It would 
have cheered an angel’s heart to have seen the joy that kindled in 
her countenance, as she began to perceive that my sentiments and 
feelings were similar to her own ; and to have witnessed the eager- 
ness with which she grasped at the opportunity, so seldom enjoy ed 
in her retired situation, of conversing with a Christian friend. The 
spirit of meekness, humility, and ardent devotion which breathed 
in her words and actions, showed a mind wrought for immortal glo- 
ries ; and the whole scene, in all its circumstances, served to make 
an impression on my mind too deep to be effaced by the hand of 
time; and taught me a lesson on the subject of vital piety, which I 
trust will not soon be forgutten. | J. 


A FRAGMENT 


THE present is an age of Christian exertion. The friends of Je- 
sus, no longer content with the exercise of that benevolence which 
allows the heathen to take care of themselves, or rather, to live and 
die ignorant as brutes, begin to enlarge their views, and to make 
creat efforts for the melivration of a wretched world. The names 
of a Bratyarp, Mitts and Worcester, will be had in everlasting 
remembrance,—not as the names of those who conquered kingdoms, 
and deluged nations in blood; but of those whose lives were spent 
in pouring the balm of consolation into the wounded spirit, in lead- 
ing the wandering, benighted Indian home to his God, and thus, in 
promoting the present and eternal happiness of immortal beings. 
And could we draw aside the veil which conceals the transactions of 
the blessed, methinks we might see a Harriet looking down, with 
a holy jov, on the triumphs of the Cross in India, and adoring the 
rrace “that had induced her, while on earth, to engage in the cazse of 
Vissions. And, my friend, while enjoying the best of heaven’s 
blessings, let ws realize, that in this cause something must be done 
by ourselves. Let vs often think of the aged fat ther, who is borne 
i9 the bed of some river, there to become the food of the shark or the 
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alligator ;—of the sorrowful mother, whose unfeeling offspring car 

force her into the flames that are consuming the corpse of a deceas- 

ed husband, and can drown her dying shrieks j in acclamations of in- 
fernal joy ;—of the wretched orphan, who has no home but the house 
of skulls, no friend but death, who stops the rage of hunger, blunts 
the edge of affection, and finds the wretched a calm and a covert a 

mid the clods of the valley : 


EXTRACTS. 


THE CONCERT OF PRAYER. 


[FROM THE LONDON MONTHLY CHRONICLE. | 


‘ Whois this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke perfumed 
with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant.”’ 


SAY, what are those columns of smoke which arise ; 
From the wilderness upward they move, 

Majestic and grand, how they darken the skies, 
Which unfold to receive them above. 


These pillars of smoke, thus ascending above, 
Shedding fr.grant prefiime through the air, 

Are the off’rings of Faith and the incense of Love, 
From the Church, at the Concert for Prayer. 


From the four winds of heaven these odours ascend, 
Though between them the wide waters roll— 
Inthe vials of heaven, all happily blend, 
And are answered with peace to the soul. 


But numbers, alas! who profess to believe, 
Refuse by their presence to share 

In blessings and comforts that Christians rece:) « 
At the grand Monthly Concert for prayer 


FROM LEAVITT'S MEMOIRS. 
THE VILLAGE BRIDE. 


“Q weep not for those whom the veil of the tom 

In life’s happy morning has hid from our eves ; 

Ere sin threw a blight o’er the spirit’s young bloom, 
Or chain’d to the earth what was born for the skics 
O, weep not for her, the young bride of the vale. 
The gayest and loveliest, gone from us now, 

Ere life’s early lustre had time to grow pale, 

And the garland of love was yet fresh on her brow.’ 


DURING the last autumnal vacation, | was riding throueh one 
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The Village Bride. 


of the beautiful villages that adorn the verdant banks of the @on- 
necticut, when the heavy tolling of a bell struck upon my ear. I had 
spent the early part of my hepheed in the village, and felt desirous 
of knowing for whom this solemn knell was sounding. On being 
informed, I repaired immediately to the church-yard. The proces- 
sion had already arrived. The'pall was removed from the coffin, 
and preparations were making to consign it to the earth. 

The deceased was one, whom I had often seen in the pride of 
youth and gaiety and loveliness, possessing in an eminent degree all 
the fascinations of the female sex. Her parents had died in her in- 
fancy, and left their orphan child with a large fortune, to the guardian- 
ship of a distant relation. In the house of this guardian, the years 
of her youth rolled pleasantly away. She had no wish ungratified. 
No cloud of care or sorrow shaded the sunny landscape, which the 
world presented. She was the envied rival of her female compan- 
ions, and the admiration of all the village youth. Where there is 
innocence, there is always happiness. Where all possivle means of 
obtaining happiness are jeined with innocence, and every object is 
seen by the light of eager anticipation, who can describe the exul- 
ting sense with which the young enter upon life. Arwag the crowd 
of her admirers was one, who possessed all the accomplishments 
calculated to please a village belle. When the years of her-minor- 
ity expired, and she became the mistress of her own person and for- 
tune, she was about to intrust them both to this favored lover, but 
the selfishness of her guardian continually presented obstacles, ap- 
parently insurmountable. T his high spirited Leander, however, 
was not to be daunted. He dashed aside the waves which separa- 
ted his heroine; eloped with her from her guardian’s house—made 
her his bride, and returned to laugh at the baffled malice of his ene- 
mies. Their residence became the scene of uninterrupted pleasure. 
Possessing all the luxuries and elegancies of life, and that too in the 
heat of youth, they could not but be happy. ‘Thus glided on the 
first few months of their wedlock, when the angel of death entered 
their dwelling. 

The funeral ceremonies proceeded. The solemn voice of the 
clergyman—the melancholy stillness of the by-standers—and the 
dilating, phrenzied eyes and livid paleness of the chief mourner, 
were deeply affecting. No sound came from his lips. He stood as 
mute and motionless as the lifeless fourm of her whom he had lost, 
until the loved remains were lowered into the grave, and the earth 
began to close up forever. Then the whole agony of his soul burst 
forth. He clasped his hands above his head with the convulsive mo- 
tion of helpless despair, and uttered a wild and thrilling shriek, 
which rang in my ears for many hours. 

There is something in such a scene, which makes its way direct- 
ly to the heart. We may turn away in contempt from the voice of 
the preacher ; we may even disregard the lively oracles of Heaven, 
and when we see the aged and infirm going to their “long home,” 
we may say it is the lot of human nature—that they have outlived 
their usefulness and happiness, and that death is welcome; but 
when we come to the tomb of one whom we have seen in life, min 
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gling in all its pleasures, and leaving it when it was most fascinating 
and most capable of giving delight ; and when too we see the deso- 
late husband standing by her grave, and hearing the clods of the 
valley rattle upon her coffin, the obduracy of the stoutest mind is 
melted down, and the full heart swells almost to bursting. 

l rode precipitately from this scene of suffering, but could not es- 
cape from the reflections which it inspired. What, I asked myself, 
are the pomp, the splendour, the pleasures, riches, and honors of a 
world, whose brightest distinctions and highest enjoyments termi- 
nate in a scene like this? What will the diadem of the warrior, or 
the laurel of the scholar avail those who win them, when life is en- 
ded? Will the form of that which was once beautiful, sleep more 
sweetly in its shroud, because it has been admired and flattered ? 


* Can storied urn or animated bust 

Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honor’s voice awake the silent dust ; 

Or flattery sooth the dull cold ear of death ?” 


I asked myself too, how atheistical principles would support ei- 
ther the sufferer or the mourner through such trials, trials which we 
must all undergo, how distant soever they now appear—clouds 
which like that the prophet beheld, will come on and overshadow 
the sky, though they now seem but specks in the distant horizon. 
Let the blind votary of chance goto the mourner, as he stands, in the 
anguish of his soul, over the tomb of a buried friend, and tell him, 
that friend will never burst her lonely prison; and that when her 
body ceased to act, the bright flame which lighted it up was forever 
extinguished. ©, the noblest triumph of revealed truth is the con- 
solation it gives to man in situations like this ; assuring him that the 
separation which the tomb can make, is but temporary, and thus 
disarming death of its sting, and the grave of its victory. 

Often, when engaged in the chase of some trifle, with all the im- 
petuosity of youth, the remembrance of this funeral has checked my 
ardor, by the reflection, that success will profit me nothing, when I 
lay my head on the same cold pillow with the lamented young bride 
of the village. 





FROM SCOTT S LIFE. 

@ 

“YOU seemed to think, when you were with us, that I wanted 
to impose a set of notions upon you in religion: but that is not my 
aim. If you ask me what my belief is, I am willing to declare it: 
but otherwise I have no ambition to make proselytes to an opinion. 
My design is to make converts to the substanttal duties of a reli- 


gious and godly life: to persuade people that eternity is of most 


consequence: that they ought not to be so careful and troubled a- 
bout many things, as to neglect the one thing needful ; that our re- 
ligion is all contained in the Bible: that we ought to read that book 
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not only to learn what to do, but what toe believe: that God is the 
ziver of wisdom; the Hi ily Spirit the teacher of the truth: that, 
before we understand the scripture aright, we must have our minds 
opened and prenared by the Spirit of God—for the natural man re 
ceiveth not the thin zs of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unio him, neither can he know them, because they are sprritually dis 
cerned :—in short, that we are tofrust in the Lord unth all our heart, 
and not to lean to our own understanding: that therefore we ought 
to be constant in prayer te God, that he would teach us the true 
way of Salvation—for Ais secret is with them that fear him, and he 
will shew them his covenant :—that he would preserve us from mis- 
take, lead us to know his truth, free from prejudice, and pride, and 
give us that true wisdom which is from above. Three years and 
i half [ have dav by d: ay, and many times a day, done this. Since 
[ did so, [ have found myself much changed in my views and no- 
tions of religion: and, as [am comfortably assured that the Lord 
nath heard and answered my prayers ; and as [ not only feel the 
effect of it in myself. but see the effect of the alteration of my 
preaching, in the ver y wonderful change of many profligate sinners 
to a sober, righteous, and godly life ; [ therefore, wherein I sup- 
pose [ was before wrong myself, hint it to you and others dear to 
me. [f you think differen tly from me, you cannot deny that the 
means [ prescribe are right, safe, scriptural, a and aduty. There I 

eave it. | protess to believe it the Lord’s work: when I have us- 
al the means, I leave it to him: and my daily, and more than dai 
ly prayer for you, all and every one, is, that the Lord would set 
you right where wrong ; teach — you where ignorant; guide you to 
the knowledge of his saving truth; and fulfil all his gracious prom. 

ses, spiritual and temporal, to your souls and bodies.—I should be 
rad if you would say a few words on this subject: if not, [ must 
be satisiied to leave it where it is. We any of us may be wrong, 
and therefure we ought not to be too sure we are right; for 
confidence is ne mark of wisdom. It is worth our enquiry and our 
orayer, and you will not find me hasty to dictate. 





January 15, 1779. Whether you know it or not (IT hope you 
will know it,) before you can serve God with comfort and accep- 
tance vou need these two things. First, forgiveness of sins. You 
qave been sinning against God in thought, word, and deed, al! your 
life; as we all have. Your sins of heart and life, of omission and 
comumission, stand against you, and, till. they be accounted for and 
‘orgiven, your services cannot be accepted. Every duty you do is 
short of its ‘=—rrcee and as such adds to your sins and needs tor- 
siveness. in this case the gospel reveals forgiveness, through the 
diovd of Christ, freely wiven to every sinner who believes, Belreve, 


and thaw shalt be saved. Accept this freely, as it is offered, and 
seek, DY pr ayer , for faith to believe this reeord which Ged gives ol 
his Son: and then, your sins being furgivea, you will no longer look 
upen God asan austere master, or severe judge, vut as a loving fa- 
her, and will with accertance and comfort pay your services, though 
mperiect. For, secondiv, vou need moreover a willing mind, and 
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strength to resist temptation. Hitherto, 1 dare sav, vou have con 

$tramed vour mvchlnation in what vou have dene in religion: but 
# vou are brought to faith, Jievag faith in Christ, he will give vou 
ether inclinations, a nce heart, and NOM Spe wv anew nature Then 
has yoke wii be easy: ais commandments not grievous: Ais ways. 


- Yj m *. 
ary rtt en —— . 
MAUVE OF DMOGASANINESS. 
4 . 


“Qne thing is needful: but this one thing includes many, and 
may de considered in various respects. The one thing for a sinner 
is to Know Jesus and his salvation. The one thing for a believer is 
to live te his will, and to make him his all: to admire, contemplate, 
resem ble, and serve him. A believer is a child of God: a minister 

.in an especial and appropriate sense, a servant, though a child 
ikew! ise. Lhe one thing for a servant. ora steward in the house of 
God, is to be faithtul ; that is, to be simply and without reserve, ot 
any allowed interfering motive, deveted and resigned to his will; 
to have no plan, connexion, prospect, or interest, but under his di 
rection, and in an mmediate and clear subserviency to his interest, 
Happy the man who is brought to this point! How honorable, how 
safe his state! He is engaged in a league offensive and defensive 
with the Lord ef heaven and earth: and, in the midst of changes 
and exercises which can but affect the surtace, if L may so speak, he 
has an abiding peace in the bottom of his soul, well knowing whose 
he is, and whom he serves.” 


—— 


PULPIT ELOQUENCE.—Etract from Boaster 


HUMAN life is like a road, of which the termination isa frightful 
precipice. We were warned of it at our first step : but the law is 
passed, and we must continue to advance; | would willingly re- 
trace my steps: but onward ; onward; an invincible w eight. an 
irresistible power ever hurries us, and we are compelled to advance, 
without resting, towards the precipice. A> thousand crosses, a 
thousand pains trouble us on the road. Yet could LT but avoul that 
frightful precipice ! ! No, no; 1 am forced to proceed, to run; 
such i is the rapidity of one year rolling after another. Weare con- 
soled, however, because from time to time we meet objects that di 
vert us, limpid streams, and flowers, that pass away, Weare anx- 
ious to stop—Onward, onward ! and yet we be! old all that we 
have passed, falling behind us, in fearful desolation, inevitable ru 
in. Still we consfert ourselves, because we carry off some flowers, 
gathered as we pass, which we see wither between our hands, from 
morning to evening, and some fruits, which we lose, while we taste 
them: enchantment! illusion all! drawn on forever, we approach 
the frightful gulf; already, all around begins to be dishgured 5 
gardens are less blooming, flowers less brilliant, their colours less 
lively, the meadows less ‘smniling, the waters less clear; all is tar- 
nished, all is effaced. The shade of death presents itself. We begin 

to feel tle approach of the fatal gulf; but it is decreed that we must 
SI 
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394 Be ye Angry, and Sin not. 


still advance. One step more; already horror agitates the senses, 
the head swims, the eyes are bewildered. We must yet advance ; 
mest eagerly do we desire to return; but it is not possible ; all i# 
fallen, ail has vanished ! 





BE YE ANGRY, AND SIN NOT. Epn. iv. 26. 


MY neighbour, the other day, was very angry, for which I re- 
proved him. He said it was a duty to be angry, and what the Bible 
required, and quoted this passage to prove it ; “ Be ye angry, and 
sin not.”°—This led me to reflect on the apostle’s meaning. Be ye 
angry, and sin net. Is this possible PIs not i a sinful pas- 
sion? How the. can a man be angry and sin not? Te 
solve the difficulty, I found it was necessary to attend to the mean- 
ing of the term anger. On examination, I was satisfied it contain- 
ed these two ideas—displeasure and desire. This displeasure, or 
an inward dislike, is occasioned by some injury, either real or ima- 
ginary. 

Damaging our property, abusing our persons and characters. 
are injuries which produce that displeasure or dislike included in 
the term anger. ‘This displeasure is attended with a desire, in sin- 
ful anger, to retaliate the injury received—to return evil for evil. 
These are the ideas signified by anger, which are generally attend- 
ed, svoner or later, with voluntary exertions to produce the effects 
necessary to repay the injury received. As when one person 
strikes another, the blow returned is the effect of volition. Hence. 
in anger two things are to be noticed, the cause, and the effects con- 
nected with it. “The cause is some injury, real or imaginary ;_ the 
effects are displeasure and desire, with the voluntary exertions ne- 
cessary to repay the injury. As the gratification of every desire 
produces pleasure, and repaying an ivjury gratifies a desire, and 
affords pleasure, by this process anger is appeased. Hence, it is 
not common for men to be angry with inanimate beings: because, 
being destitute of eo we cannot injure them. The injuries re- 
ceived from them may displease us, but commonly, for the reason 
given, we have no desire to return the injury, nor make any exer- 
tions for this purpose. I say commonly, because men sometimes 
endeavour to punish lifeless things for injuries they have received 
from them. 

Now anger may be a sinful or holy passion, according to the na- 
iure, object or design of those desires signified by the term. Here 
are two persons, one of them isthe object of sinful, and the other the 
subject ofholy anger. They are, each of them, displeased with some- 
thing, and have desires for something. ‘They are, therefore, each of 
them, according to the meaning of the term, angry. 

The desire of one leads him to repay the injury which caused his 
displeasure, by returning evil for evil. The desire of the other 
leads him to use means to convince the person who has injured him, 
of his wickedness in so doing, with a view to his repentance and 
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salvation. The object of the desire of one is evil ; it aims at the 
destruction of the happiness of others. Itis, therefore, sinful, and 
the indulgence of it prohibited in the word of God. Return not evil 
for evil, but overcome evil with good. The object of the desire of 
the other is good ; the advancement of happiness, by bringing men 
to repentance for sin, which is the only obstacle in the way of the 
happiness of men. Every injury is an evil. And when moral a- 
gents commit injuries, they are guilty of moral evil. Hence, 
when one man injures another, the latter may be displeased, on ac- 
count of the wickedness which is committed ; and he may be dis- 
pleased, because he is injured without any regard to the sinfulness 
of the deed. And his displeasure may be attended with a desire to 
return evil for evil; and it may be attended with ‘a desire to do 
the injurer good, by on him of his wickedness, and bring- 
ing him to repentance for it. Thus, parents may be angry with 
their children, and chastise them, not with a view to injure, but 
with a view to do them good, to amend and reform their lives. 
Theft is injurious to the public good ; the public mind is displeased 
with such conduct, and Tadues the punishment of the criminal with 
aview to his amendment, and the public good. God, and other 
holy beings, may be displeased with the injuries done to the moral 
system, and may desire and actually inflict punishment, when ne- 
cessary to repair the damage, and thereby promote the highest good. 
Such anger is holy, because it aims ultimately at the good of intelli- 
gent being. But in sinful anger, although the person injured is dis- 
pleased, and desires to inflict some punishment on the injurer, yet he 
desires it not for the sake of his good, nor with a view to the public 
good, but for the sake of the pleasure experienced in returning evil 
for evil. These observations are sufficient to bring into view the 
circumstances which constitute the difference between sinful and 
holy anger. 

t is holy anger which Paul had in view, when he said, Be yean- 
gry, and sin not ; let not the sun go down upon your wrath. Let 
it be remembered, these words were directed to the brethren or 
church at Ephesus. Keeping this in view, the words in connection 
with the context may be thus paraphrased :—Seeing you have put off 
the old man, and have put on the new man by profession, put away 
lying, yea, every sin; be yeangry, that is, displeased with the wick- 
edness of ethers, with the injuries they have done you, others, and 
the interest of religion, but sin not ; let not the desires, which at- 
tend your displeasure, aim at returning evil for evil, but aim at their 
repentance and salvation, and the public good in their punishment, 
if it become necessary to secure and promote it. As that evil, in- 
jurious conduct of a brother, which displeases you, is a breach of your 


charity, and an obstacle in the way of his salvation, till he repents ; 


let not the sun go down, until, if it be possible, by using means to 
bring him to repentance, he is restored to your charity, and the ob- 
stacle to his salvation removed, together with your displeasure oc- 
casioned by his wickedness ; or improve the earliest opportunity to 
have your uneasiness, occasioned by his conduct, removed, by ef- 
fecting a reconciliation between him and you, and Almighty God, 
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lest satan get an advaniage against you. For he would have you neg 
lect this duty, and remain displeased ; and as such a neglect is giv- 
ing place to the devil, so, by doing your duty in this respect, he is 
resisted. This paraphrase agrees “with the design of the apostle in 
the context, whichis, to persuade the brethren to abstain from lymg. 
idleness, theft, sinful anger, and every other sin. That anger, which 
is sinful, seeks no reconciliation with the person offending, but te 
widen the breach by domg him an injury instead ofa favour. An- 
ger is frequently ascribed to God in the sacred pages. Sin dis- 
leases him. I[t shows, that sin is opposed to the feelings of his 
i irt. His displeasure is attended with a desire or determination 
to bring offenders to repentance, or to promote the good of his king- 
dem, by their punishment sooner or later. How happy it would be 
for the worid if a!l men would attend to the apostle’s injunction ua 
the passage under consideration! Then, mstead of retwrning evil 
for evil, a practice which is very common, they would diligently use 
appoiited means, early as possible, to bring each other to repen- 
tance for every offence. Such conduct would be useful and beau- 
tifu:, and more agreeable to the spirit of the gospel, than justit ying. 
Hike my neighbour, sinful anger, by an abuse of sacred wnt. W. 





From the Bengal Hurkaru, Oct. 23, 1322. 
IMMOLATION AT HOWRAH. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JOURNAL 


PIR, 

KNOWING that you are a philanthropist, I beg leave to inforra 
you, that directly opposite to Fort William, and not above {0G 
yards to the southward of the late Mr. William Jones’s dwelling- 
house at Seebpore, on Monday morning at gun-fire, a widow, the 
mother of a large family, was put ona pile of combustibles, and burn- 
ed to death, attended with circumstances of cruelty at which hu- 
man nature shudders; which I shall endeavour to deseribe, partly 
as seen by myself, and as I was informed by others. 

On Friday, the Lith instant, about neon, an old Brahmin died. 
and at the time of his death was possessed of considerable riches. 
He had two wives, one of whom was many years younger than the oth- 
er, and by each of these wives he had a lar ge family of children, boys 
and girls, now living. The moment the man expired, his eldest 
son, heir to all his property, posted off to Allypore, and applied ta 
C. R. Barwell, Esq. Magistrate of the suburbs of Calcutta, for a li- 
cense to burn his own mother and his step-mother, with the body of 
his father; but it appears, Mr. Barwell then granted licece for one 
wife only, the eldest, to be burned. Confident, however, that by 
another application, leave would be obtained to burn the other wife 
also, the pile was raised, and every preparation made to burn then: 
both on the following day at noon, but at the hour of noon, on Sa- 
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turday, no license from Mr. Barwell for the destruction of the 
youngest woman had arrived, and no license was granted during 
the whole of that day. 

The news of this rather novel circumstance soon spread along 
Seebpore and Howrah, and thousands of people of all deeerigtions 
were assembled to learn the particulars, and many of them, and te 
me, the family and Brahmin friends voluntarily confessed, that ei 
ther both wives must be burned, or neither of them could be burned, 
as the one for whom the license was obtained had declared that she 
would not be burned alone. , 

On Sunday, circumstances remained just the same as on Satur- 
day, for Mr. Barwell was intiexible, and no license to burn the 
youngest wife could the. obtain from him, notwithstanding they 
ey ~d every art, artifice and invention, which the craft and cunning 

2 Brahmin could conceive. 

“> Sunday, as on Saturday, crow ds of people were in attendance 
from morning till night, and to ail the E Suropeans who enquired, the 
declaration of the deceased's family, and attending Brahmin, were 
the same, that the one wife could not be burned alone, she havin 
dissented theretrom, and great hopes began now to be ‘deeneaient 
by the humane, that Mr. Barweli’s firmness would save them both ; 
but the poor creatures were ail this time, from the moment their 
husband had breathed his last on Friday at noon, kept locked up and 
not allowed to tastea morsel of victuals ot any description ; and the 
hope which had been entertained of their ‘being saved from the 
flames was greatly damped by the fear that both would be starved 
to death by their merciless Keepers. 

On the followi ing morning, Monday the 14th instant, at gun- 
fire, notwithstanding the previous repeated acknowledgments and 
confessions of the attending Brahmin, and the family and friends of 
the deceased, that they could not burn the one wife alone, at that 
selected period, w hen they thought few eves would be open to view 
their proceedings, the elder woman was dragged from her prison of 
starvation, wade to mount the pile, and clasp the putrid carcase of 
her so long deceased husband in her arms, the siench of which at 
that time was intolerable. Two thick ropes, previously prepared, 
were then passed over the bodies, and two long levers of bamboo 
crossing each other, were likewise employed to pinion her down ; 
the unconsumed four ends of which are still to be seen on the spot. 

All things being thus arranged, the eldest son and heir, who was 
to succeed to the property, set fire to the pile, which speedily burnt 
and consumed his own mother, and at thisact, it is said, he triumph- 
antly exulted! 

The other poor woman being still kept in confinement, and no 
nourishment supplied, is now seized with delirium, and a few hours 
more will no doubt end her existence also; actually starved to 
death. 

W ho are they, who can read this statement without being filled 
with horror and disgust? And whe are they, he can with ease a- 
vert and prevent similar occurrences, who ought tu hesitate a mo- 
meni? 4A Friend to Humanity. 

Calcutta, Oct. 16, 1822 
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Zealous attachment to the Missionary Gause. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


LETTER FROM MR. BYINGTON. 


SABBATH afternoon we have a sabbath school, where the chii- 
dren appear very lovely indeed. Your heart would exult with joy, 
could you see my little boys,—for so I always call them. As soon 
as the sabbath school is out, they have, for several sabbaths, come 
to my door and said, “ Mr. Bineton, I want a book, if you please Sir ; 
I wanta primmer ; I wanta little Henry ; I want Our Father,” &c. 
T give them litile books, and they will set down on the steps, on a 
whee!-barrow, on a box, a bear skin, or on the grass, or else stand up 
and read fora longtime. It is delightful to see and hear this, on 
the return of every sabbath. And in the meeting, to see them look 
up, listen, and try to understand what Iam saying—it is refreshing 
to my soul. Here let me live, and here let me Tabour—and, with 
children around my door, and around my bed, let me take my de- 
parture from this world, and by the grace of God, ascend to behold 
the Redeemer. And oh! Aundreds of children might be gathered inte 
mission families and schools, if means were provided. I have seen 
these dear children at home, naked, dirty, hungry, wretched, and 
ignorant ofall the inspiring hopes of religion. The habitations of the 
Choctaws are filthy. But here these children are as sweet and in- 
teresting as any of my acquaintance—so obedient, so willing to la- 
bor—to live on the piainest food, and then to sleep on the floor with 
a blanket.” 

“Tam much gratified to hear that the spirit of benevolence is kin- 
dling into a flame in many hearts. I long to see the Redeemer’s 
kingdom spreading far and wide, with rapid sway. Easy, it does 
appear to me, would it be for the people of God, to extend the know- 
ledge of the Saviour to all lands.” 


—<— 
ZEALOUS ATTACHMENT TO THE MISSIONARY CAUSE. 


A MINISTER in England, having formed a juvenile auxiliary 
missionary society, writes to the parent institution as follows :— 


«“ The zeal of these poor children to come forward in this good 
and great cause quite gratified and affected me. 1 took an opportu- 
nity in the most familiar manner of describing to them the object 
which the society had in view, and the use which would be made of 
their money ; their attention and subsequent conduct convinced me 
that they understood what was said. As an encouragement to ju- 
venile societies, [ think it right to name to you one pleasing fact 
which came under my notice :—Two little boys whe came to hear 
the address, presented me, at the close of it, with sixpence each. 
1 asked them if they knew for what purpose they were giving then 
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money. “QO yes,” they replied, “that heathen ‘children may be 
taught to read the Bible as well as ourselves.”* The tears started 
from the eyes of one of them while he spoke. When inquiry was 
made of their parents, it was ascertained that the sum they gave was 
a gift, which they had received at Christmas, with permission to de 
what they pleased with it. 

« It is certainly pleasing to witness such instances of early benevo- 
lence. 1am happy to inform you that our Society keeps up (owing te 
the perseverance of the ladies) remarkably well; there is scarcely a 
falling off among the poorest of the people. If at any time a week 
er two should pass before any of them are called upon, several have 
deposited in a smal! box their pence, lest they should be tempted te 
use it for any other purpose. Others will bring their money to meet- 
ing when the weather is bad, to save the Ladies the inconvenience 
ef the walk. Examples, these, worthy of being generally imitated.” 

Another says:—“I am attempting te do a little among a very 
poor people here, and I trust no exertion will be wanting on my part 
sn a cause which has appeared of the first magnitude from the com- 
mencement of the Missionary Society, and is seen to be more im- 
portant every year. 

“TI am inducing very poor people to dedicate something to the 
great work at their marriages, and to devote an offering to the glo- 
rious cause whenever they dedicate a child to God in baptism, nor 
have these efforts been in vain. We will beg from door to door, ra- 
ther than not do something more for you.” 

A minister in Wales writes thus:—*In consideration of the 
greatness of the expenses that are always inseparably connected 
with the important work of sending Missionaries to the dark regions 
of the world, and that the defraying of such expenses does in a great 
measure depend on our faithfulness in contributing our nites, and 
also in soliciting the we of our friends and the public at large. I, 
and my friends here, feel a desire of entering into covenant with 
each other for a more mutual co-operation and diligence in the work 
of soliciting weekly and quarterly collections towards the Mission- 
ary cause.” 

Thus (says the Editor of the London Missionary Chronicle) te 
see the principle of obligation to support the cause of Missions, re- 
eognised by the friends of Christ, and extending its commanding in- 
fluence in different ranks of society, is very gratifying to the Direc- 
tors: for it is only as this: principle is felt and acknowledged, and 
prevails, that they can calculate on their continued liberality, per- 
manent co-operation and acceptable services in the great oth of 
evangelizing the world. 


— + a 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. J. C. Sedgwick to a gentleman in 
the City of Washington. 


PUTNAM, (OHIO,) JAN. 15, 1823. 
Dear Sir, 


I beg leave to communicate an account of the progress of a very 
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happy revival of religion in the neighbourhood of Salt € mbt nurcia 
which I attend once a month; situated about seven miles east of 
Zanesville. This revival commenced last spring. The first ap 
pearances were unusually large congregations and great attention 
fo the ministry of the word. The church, which had almost lost 
her visibility, awoke as from sleep, and arose as from among the 
dead, and Christ gave her light. Prayer meetings were soon for 
med and well attended; and the church resolved to have a prayer 
meeting on the first Monday of each month, to implore Divine aid 
upon all missionary exertions. These meetings have been highly 
favoured with the gracious presence of God. Brethren have found 
it good to wait upen the Lord in prayer. 

This blessed work still progresses, and gradually increases. Our 
last meetings were the happiest we have had. On the last Lord’s 
day | baptised five, of which were two young daughters and a 
mother ; the scene was truly interesting The day was unusually 
cold : but the hearts of many were comfortably warm. 

Young persons are mostly the subjects of this revival, amoag 
whom are many ot the children of the old members of the church, 
which greatly endears the work to their aged heart Durme the 
progress of this good work, twenty have becn Tweornant ipen a pro- 

fession of their faith in Christ, and ten have joined by letters 
naking our number now fifty-three. Aithough this may apnear to 
those whe live in a populous part of the world like the day of smadi 
things, yet we, here in Ohio, realize that the Lord has done greas 
-hings for us, whereof we are glad. ; 

We have a goad log meeting house on Salt Creek, furnished with 
a stove, which renders it very comfortable at this season of the year 
Our stated Saturday and Sabbath meetmgs are we!! attended, and 
we humbiy ee the Lord has great mercy in store forus. [ must 
-_ before [ close this communication, that the church on Salt 

Treek may be regarded as the offspring of the church in Zanesville, 
though much vider in point of consmtution. The happy revival 

vhich we have experienced nere for two years past, seems now 
ye extending itself to the east of us over that church. Our young 
grethren of the Zanesville chucch have been verv useful during this 
‘evival in our vicinity, in attending prayer ‘meetings. O how 
much might be done for the cause of God, if private brethren would 
turn out and have praver meetings Weare, my dear brother, 
moving on very comfortably here, in Zanesville and Putnam.) We 
have about vinety members in vur church, many have meved away 
none have been excommunicated, and univ one has died: and she 
died in peace. We can look back and retrace the guedness of God, 


and excalim, what hath Ged wrought Let every thing that «ath 
Meath praise the Lord. Praise ve the Lord. Star 
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